CHAPTER XXIX

HOSTILITY,  SUSPICION,  AND  OPPOSITION

IN the year 1880 General Booth described the Salvation
Army in these words : " We are moral scavengers, netting
the very sewers."

This impulse was purely evangelical; it did not become
what is called humanitarian or economic till ten years later,
At its beginning, the Salvation Army was a society of men
and women which existed only to preach the repentance of
sins. William Booth did not ask himself why moral
scavengers were necessary; he did not ask of the State and
of Society why humanity got itself into sewers; he saw
multitudes of people perishing in a great darkness, and he
set himself by every means in his power to rescue these
myriad sinners from the destructive consequences of sin,
" We want all we can get," was his cry in 1880, " but we
want the lowest of the low."

In order to reach the bottommost multitude, as we have
already seen, he adopted methods which were entirely
foreign to the religious sphere. These methods, while they
created for him an almost instantaneous popularity among
people whose hearts were breaking for passion and intensity,
brought him into immediate collision with the orthodox and
the mob.

It can very easily be imagined that the methods of the
Salvation Army would shock public taste; but no charge
can be laid against William Booth on the score of failing
to foresee this antagonism, since his first purpose was to
shock, to startle, and arouse.

To a letter of criticism from Lady Cairns,1 General Booth
could rightfully base his reply on the success of his methods,
" Why do not those/' he asked, ** whose criticisms, I fear,
influence you, and hold back the heart and co-operation

* Wife of Earl Cairns, the then Lord Chancellor*
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